
The Cowboys of the Farm of Sta. Cruz Baptist Church…. 
 

   

Have you ever seen cowboys in the church? Brace yourself, they need not be wearing cowboy boots and hats,but just 
plain overalls and rubber boots. Yes…they are the new bunch of cowboys and they don’t ride horses but tractors.  
 
So let’s meet them at the veggie cum dairy farm of the Sta. Cruz Baptist Church in Lipa City, Batangas. Heeeeeeeyah….. 
 
When I went there they counted 11. Let’s start with Alex Matutina. Alex hails from Mindoro, not the typical Mangyan that 
inhabits the province but a healthy Ansci ( Animal Science) graduate who is a co-believer of the church. He is responsible in 
overseeing the general upkeep of the dairy animals. With his background, Pastor Roger, their leader, relies on his 
knowledge and skills in improving the lot of the animals. With him is his brother , Junjun Matutina.  
 
They heard about The Farm of Santa Cruz Baptist Church, when Pastor Roger did an outreach program . 
 

 
From L-R; Alex Matutina, Jommel Castillo, Chris Landicho, Rollie Basobas, Bro. Mario Macalalad, in a huddle discussing the day’s activities during a break. 
 
 

Bro. Mario Macalalad - is a Theology graduate. He is from downtown Lipa City. Mario handles the administrative side of 
running the church cum dairy farm. Aside from being a volunteer worker since the farm started, he is not only learning the 
skills of being a good dairy farm worker, he also sees to the spiritual growth of the flock by conducting bible classes in the 
farm. 
 
Jon-Jon Pernes – speaks Nihongo and is planning to go to Japan as an automotive mechanic trainee, but his passion 
changed when he became involved in the farm. He is aspiring to go to Japan as a cow caretaker trainee. 
 
Allan Ebreo – Allan came to know the farm through his sister who is involved in generic medicine distribution. His sister 
happens to be a good friend of Pastor Roger. Allan shifted from job to job until he ended up working in the farm. Compared 
to what he has been through before, he is now more focused and wanting to learn how to be a good if not the best dairy 
farm worker. 
 
Chris Landicho – Chris grew up as a typical young man, happy- go-lucky, going along the tide with his barkada with all the 
vices, booze, and women until that one fateful night when he had a motorbike accident that nearly ended his life. To him, 
life in the farm is hard especially in the beginning, but as he slowly disciplined himself with rigours of farm work, it is now a 
challenge to him. 
 
Mark Edrian Lunas – A former ‘tambay’ with no purpose and direction in life. He was included in the Church’s program in 
reaching out to the youth in the neighborhood, eventually got saved and became a disciple in Christ. To him, the farm is 
now his home, a place where there is discipline and skills to develop. He is currently the cowboy’s team leader in the farm. 
 
Jommel Castillo– Also hails from Mindoro, he is an Ansci grad. He was into sales of animal feeds concentrate, shifted to 
work in one of the country’s top meat producer in the Visayas until he found his niche at The Farm of Santa Cruz Baptist 
Church. He is now happily working at the farm where he was also found by his Precious Savior, The Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Ronnie Mayuga – Ronnie became the father to his younger siblings when his father passed away a few years ago. His 
mother also relies on some help from him in providing for the family. Being a youth in a not so good environment, he 



needed a place where discipline is strictly enforced in a loving way and skills are developed. Pastor Roger gladly welcomes 
him in the farm. 
 
Jude Lojo – Tired of always renewing his contract every six months and being assigned in far places by one of the biggest 
soda manufacturers in the country, he opted to work in the farm. He said the farm is the place where he pursues his 
childhood passion for animals especially dairy cows. 
 
Rollie Basobas – a fresh graduate of agriculture, learned the activities in The farm of Santa Cruz Baptist Church through 
the internet. Straight from Pangasinan, he took the bus and eagerly joined the fray of volunteers in the hope of getting the 
needed skills that will add up to his skills in dairy husbandry . His gateway to a brighter future in New Zealand. 
 
Other volunteer workers in the farm are youths who became wayward and a headache to their parents. Gang wars were 
common. Drugs and booze were part of the agenda. As they were former “tambays” in the barrio, now they find meaning 
in their existence. Once inside the farm, their perspectives change. Inside , they are guided and develop skills on what 
vocation they wish to pursue. The farm cum church becomes a rehabilitation center in the process. A healing haven for 
these youths who seem lost.  
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Though the farm was originally conceived to provide livelihood and training for the out-of-school youth around the 
neighborhood where the church is located, it cannot be discounted, that the farm also became a place where others can 
acquire knowledge and learn the skills requisite for applicants aspiring to go overseas.  
 
 
Volunteers in the farm get free board and lodging. The day’s activity would normally start at 4:00 a.m. doing farm work 
(feeding, milking and grazing the cows) Breakfast ensues at 6:00 am. After eating, a short devotion is carried out by one of 
the pastors inside the farm. This will be for 30-40 minutes. Then they break out again in the farm and do their assigned 
tasks, ie: some prepare seedbeds, others plant seedlings, some gather veggies ready to be harvested and others pack 
these for market. By 11:30 they head back to their quarters for lunch. Each volunteer gets to have their siesta between 
1:00 – 2;00 p.m. Around 2:30, they get back to their tasks again til 6:00 p.m. . The group then gets together around 6:30 
p.m. for dinner. 
 

   
 
Sundays, others will have to stay to look after the animals, while the rest will go to church. Free time is spent playing 
basketball, boxing, board games. For those musically inclined, guitars do wonders.  
 
These cowboys-volunteers get a Love Gift on a case to case basis. Like Jommel , received PHP 3,000 which he sent to her 
sister back home for her school needs; some get PHP 2,000, Alex gets PHP 2-3,000 while the rest depends on their 
personal needs. 



   
Everybody is treated like a member of the family. When the herding gets tough, they do get their share of sermons, if only 
to instill discipline and order in the farm. 

   
Isaiah 30:23 - Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of 
the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. 
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