
DA Holds  Information Officers' 1st Semester Consultative Meeting  

and Communication Planning Workshop 

 

The Year of the Goats ushered in with the conduct of the 1st Semester Consultative Meeting and 

Communication Planning Workshop to better inform the public and our clientele group about the DA's 

and its attached bureaus and agencies ' projects, thrust  and accomplishments in preparation for the 

ASEAN Integration (AEC). The said meeting cum workshop was held at the Ramada Manila central Hotel 

in Binondo , Manila. 

Sec. Alcala graced the occasion by giving a pep talk to the participants to communicate the technologies 

and best practices that we have imparted to our clients and to highlight the effects of these on their 

lives.  This way, the public will be inspired by  the impact it has done on our clientele group. As 

communicators we need to be abreast of the DA family's undertaking and help each other in 

communicating these to the public.  He also stressed the need to share these  information so that more 

clientele can be reached .  All Regional Information Officers' (RFO's) from 1-12 including ARM and 

CARAGA together with the Public Information Officers of the attached bureaus and agencies 

participated in the said meeting cum communication planning workshop .  

 

Public Information Officers comprising of DA attached bureaus and agencies ham for the camera 

Sec. Alcala 's face-ff with the RFIO's 

and PIO's  



he also underscored the need to walk the talk and as a cohesive force of communicators we are able to 

impart the right message to our consumers and clientele group.  It is in so doing that we create 

awareness and advocacy. 

Mr. Dennis R. Arpia, the officer -in-charge of the Agriculture and Fishery Division (AFID) likewise 

encouraged the participants to always put our best foot forward, share each other resources for 

maximum information and utilization.  Success stories that can vividly identify with farmers and urban 

dwellers to let them know that there is money in agriculture.  

Simultaneous to the visit of Sec. Alcala is the Book Launching (Coffee Table Book on Fruits and 

Vegetables) spearheaded by our very own secretary  and Director Jenny Remonquillo of the High Value 

Crops (HVCC). 

The secretary informed us that according to a study in South East Asia, the Philippines is the lowest in 

rank in terms of vegetables and fruit consumption. The coffee table book will serve as a reminder that 

we have these available fruits and vegetables in abundance.  It only takes creativity and cognizance that 

we need not look for imported products because these delicious and nutritious fruits and vegetables can 

be grown locally.  They not only serve as ingredients in our daily menus but a very potent source of extra 

income for our farmers. 

As a bonus, the participants were able to visit the historical sites of the old Manila Business district 

otherwise known as Escolta: Sta. Cruz Church or the Basilica of San Lorenzo Ruiz Church.   The 

participants from Visayas and mindanao had the chance to shop in the nearby Chinatown to sample 

chinese cuisine, conge, noodles, hopia , hototay and scour the night market for baratilyo items from 

clothing to household fixtures, shoes and bags in famous China town malls in Divisoria and Tutuban. 

 

Ching M. Lumanta 

Information Group-Luzon 

Feb. 25-27, 2015 

 

   

 

 

 


